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defences, including the air force, were being sub-
stantially strengthened. A shooting festival at Lucerne
and, above all, the Zurich Exhibition, proved to be
great national rallies, the latter providing a real
counterblast to National Socialist pageantry beyond
the Rhine.
Nazi Germany had brought all her weight to bear
upon Switzerland, the pressure of a large and powerful
State upon a small one, the technique of mixing the
hope of advantage with downright fear, sugar alter-
nating with the whip. She had condemned Switzer-
land, as a Nationalitatenstaat instead of a racially
homogeneous political unit, to dissolution, and in
doing so had raised what were elsewhere called
minority questions. She had hoped to coerce Switzer-
land through her own economic size and strength.
Yet up to the summer of 1939 it may be said that the
undeclared war against this essentially Western society
had failed in spite of the particular appeal made
possible by the Germans to three-quarters of the
Swiss, on grounds of the Zusammengehorigkeit created
by a common written language and literature. East of
the Axis Germany undoubtedly exerted a powerful
attraction through her size and efficiency and her habit
of "clearing up the place"; there were Roumanians,
for instance, who were reconciled to the German
occupation of Bucharest in 1918 on account of the
hygienic effects as compared with those of the presence
of Russian troops in the country. Again the Scandin-
avians were kept from political co-operation with
Poland and the Baltic States partly by the feeling that
the East was squalid and Germany clean. But the
Swiss were clean without German help, their towns